
Board of Directors, discussed potential 
changes to the community covenants 
which will be considered by the WOHA 
board in 2023, such as improved oak wilt 
safeguards, addressing short term rentals 
properties which become disruptive, and 
how to mitigate the impact of inflation 
without raising membership dues.

Since Dr. Woods was unable to attend, 
the next speaker was District 9 
Councilman John Courage. The council-
man started off by explaining the delays 
to the construction of the “Flying T” 
exit/entrance lanes at Whisper Valley 
and Wurzbach as the result of the State’s 
going back on its promise by declining to 
finance the project. However, to complete 
the project, he is committed to using 
City funds, if necessary. He then touted 
the new Walker Ranch Senior’s Center 
near Blanco and West Avenues and 
also mentioned that some discretionary 
City funding are to be used for sidewalk 
improvements in the neighborhood.   
Esparza then introduced the five Board 
members up for re-election or election: 
himself, Evita Morín, Cheri Wiese, Janis 
Witt, and new member Ted Pastrano, 
who will help with Code Compliance. All 
five were approved by the membership 
by acclamation.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:20. 
WOHA thanks Hobby Middle School 
and its principal, Lawrence Carranco, 
for again granting WOHA the use of 
the cafeteria/auditorium for the annual 
meeting.

The Whispers
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WOHA Annual Meeting 
Held at Hobby M.S.

Councilman John Courage, assisted by key 
staffer Charles Mazuka, addresses the Annual 
Meeting crowd.

Attendees at the Annual Meeting listening to Councilman Courage’s presentation.

The annual meeting of the Whispering 
Oaks Homeowners Association was 
opened by President Simon Esparza 
shortly after 1:00 p.m. on September 18th 
at the Hobby Middle School cafeteria. The 
40 households in attendance (and a total 
of about 60 attendees) easily constituted a 
quorum for the meeting.
Dr. Brian Woods, Superintendent of the 
North Side ISD, had been scheduled to be 
the WOHA Annual Meeting’s principal 
speaker, but he was unable to appear. It 
seems that he had a family emergency that 
arose right before the meeting. As a result, 
an apologetic Dr. Woods has promised 
WOHA another appearance any time in 
the future. We look forward to that.
Meanwhile, President Esparza detailed 
some of the major accomplishments of 
WOHA during the past year, including 
upgrades to the median strips and 
entranceways and progress towards the 
lighting of the Whisper Willow entrance-
way (see story, page 4). He noted that 
now 51 percent of homes are members 
and that 161 of the 384 total members 
contributed to the Capital Fund. WOHA 
still has a total of almost $145,000 in 
its accounts, with $51,000 in the operating 
fund, $65,000 in the legacy fund, and 
$28,000 remaining in the Oak Wilt 
fund. He emphasized that the Board 
was particularly happy with the work 
of new Treasurer, Cheri Wiese. Then 
Esparza thanked the membership for 
its pivotal role in influencing the City 
of San Antonio to allow our neighbor-
hood to remain in Council District 9, a 
major achievement.
Vice-President Peter Lund, on behalf of the 
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A message from Simon Esparza
Hello Neighbors, 

I hope you all are having a wonderful fall. Now we are 
moving closer to the Thanksgiving and the Christmas 
holidays. It’s so nice to have cooler weather after such a hot 
summer. This year has gone by so quickly and another year 
has passed for the HOA. With our fiscal year having ended in 
September, your all-volunteer Board of Directors are proud 
of another successful year, a year celebrated with many of 
our neighbors at our recent Annual Meeting. 

We had some successes this past year, one of the biggest being keeping 
Whispering Oaks in Councilmanic District 9. It was the result of a huge effort 
by several of our Board members, by a great turnout at the last public meeting of 
many of our neighbors, and by the many emails sent as well. We have completed 
so many positive projects this past year and one of the biggest has been the 
lighting at the entrances, with Whisper Willow being the last to get lights. Our 
neighbors who are HOA members and those who have contributed to the Capital 
Campaign, I give you all a big Thank You!

Within the neighborhood, we have several more activities going on and more 
to get done prior to the end of the year. We have infrastructure initiatives that 
we are working on, plus our continuing efforts to work on our landscaping and 
irrigation, designed to lower the cost of watering while keeping our common 
areas looking nice. 

How can we get that done? One factor is volunteerism. We have an all-volunteer 
Board plus several people who volunteer to work on committees. But there are 
monetary costs, as well. While prices are rising, we are maintaining the same $125 
a year price to be members. So, as I have asked repeatedly during my three-year 
tenure as President, we must continue to grow our membership. Presently, only 
a little over half our families are members, though we continue to gain, however 
incrementally. Our goal for the year is to reach 60 percent. As one neighbor 
remarked on Next Door, “We cannot just depend on the efforts and membership 
of half our community, but we need to have full contribution and efforts from all.” 

We look forward to a stellar year of contributions and volunteers to step up 
for fiscal 2023. At the forefront of plans for the new year will be continuing the 
efforts to have more community fun activities. A major goal is to continue to 
build community in our neighborhood and continue to maintain and build our 
neighborhood as one of the best in the City. One way we are working on that 
is through continuing to build a close relationship with the District 9 office. 
Another is through more joint efforts with the Swim and Tennis Club. Stay tuned 
for excitement at all our entrances with beautiful lights and wreaths as we prepare 
for the holiday season. 

Finally, let’s all take pride in the ownership of our homes, and our neighborhood 
overall. As you drive through our neighborhood, please slow down on the roads. 
Let’s finish the year strong. Along with my dog Bexar and now Jasper, I look 
forward seeing you on my walks. Have a wonderful rest of your fall season.

  
Simon Esparza, President
WOHA     

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
mailto:wohaboard2022%40groups.outlook.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40whisperingoakshoaorg.com?subject=
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Report on the 
City Budget 
from Councilman, John Courage

The 2023 Budget for San Antonio has been approved. I’m 
proud of what we have planned, funded, and secured. This is 
a budget built for the people, with priorities in public safety, 
infrastructure, tax relief, small businesses, animal welfare, 
public health, and customer service.
San Antonio has bounced back from the difficult times of 
the pandemic. It is a testament to our financial responsibility 
and management. It is also a testament to the resiliency of 
our residents, its small businesses, and the strength of our 
neighborhoods. 
In June, City Council approved additional property tax 
relief of $22.5 million for a total of $95 million. We did this 
by increasing the City’s Homestead Exemption from 0.1% to 
10%, the City’s Over-65 Exemption from $65,000 to $85,000, 
and the City’s Disabled Person Exemption from $12,500 to 
$85,000. The City is also reducing its property tax rate by 
1.67 cents per $100 in value. This is the biggest tax relief 
package in San Antonio’s history. 
San Antonio is one of the few Texas cities that offers an over-
65 and disabled persons tax freeze and exemptions, and this 
is the 30th consecutive year without a tax rate increase.
In addition to that relief, Council approved returning 
$50 million to CPS Energy ratepayers as a credit on an 
upcoming bill. 
The credits would be disbursed in the form of $7.5 million 
allocated to the Residential Energy Assistance Partnership 
(REAP) program. Of that, $5.5 million will be used for 
immediate assistance with eligible customers receiving a 
credit up to $300, not to exceed their total past due balance. 
The other $42.5 million will provide direct credits to CPS 
Energy customers in their November or December bills. 
Customers may opt-out and redirect their credit to REAP to 

assist low-income customers for weatherization, including 
minor repairs.
The hard work will continue in earnest over the coming 
months. This budget poises us to accelerate our local 
economy on the heels of the global pandemic by investing 
in the priorities of our people.

            —From the District 9 Dispatch, 16 September 2022

Passing of Two Long-time  
Whispering Oaks Residents

Bob Hughlette, age 76, passed away in September 
after several years of ill health. A U.S. Marine, Bob was 
wounded in Vietnam in 1966. After recovery, he worked 
for the U.S. Post Office and eventually retired. He and 
his wife Gail were frequent neighborhood walkers and 
were noted for their lovely manicured front yard garden, 
a strong example of their devotion to Whispering Oaks. 
Sylvia Garcia, formerly the elections judge for our 
Precinct 3069, died in October at the age of 86. She was 
active in the Garden Club, which she worked to build 
up, and for many years, serving as its president. She also, 
along with her son, Joel, were on the WO Homeowner’s 
Association board, taking responsibility for the 
membership directory.

Bundle up
for savings

26
14

64

David Pfau Insurance
210-257-0117
2211 NW Military Hwy.
Castle Hills
davidpfau@allstate.com

When you choose Allstate to protect what 
matters most, you get expert agents who will 
make it easy for you to save. Like with bundling 
your insurance. It’s the simplest way for you to 
save time and money, while getting protection 
for the things that matter most. Stop by or call 
today and let’s get you bundled up.

Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Savings vary. Allstate Vehicle and Property 
Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Call or stop by to see 
how much you can save.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://www.nicholsflooringtx.com
http://allstate.com
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Although at the Creation God may have said, “Let there 
be light,” when it came to actually turning on the lights at 
our entrances, WOHA turned to Jesse Villareal. Jesse, who 
took over his family electrical business (JV Electric) in 1991, 
has been a resident of Whispering Oaks for 23 years and 
raised his family here. He even started a small winery out of 
his garage that he named Whisper Path Cellars that is self-
distributed and whose wines can be found at a few wine-
tasting locales in the Hill Country and at Blue Star Brewing 
in San Antonio. Jesse began lighting up our entrances by 
winning a bid in 2013 to install lights at Whisper Sound—
but it hasn’t always been an easy task.  

The lighting at Whisper Sound occurred due to a 
serendipitous event. For years, WOHA had been “borrowing” 
electricity from the first house on the street to run its 
sprinkler system along Wurzbach, but when the house was 
sold and the new owners didn’t want to continue with the 
arrangement, a new source of electricity was needed. That’s 
when then-WOHA president Ben Elliott contacted Jesse to 
bid to set up a meter and pedestal in order to obtain power 
from one of the CPS utility poles. After the electricity was 
flowing, Ben recommended that lights be installed at the 
entranceway using the new electricity. The response from 
residents was very positive, and so plans were made to start 
lighting up all five Whispering Oaks entrances. 

The second entrance to be lit was at Whispering Wind, 
as our two entrances along Lockhill-Selma were two of the 
darkest subdivision entrances north of Dreamland. Guests 
and residents alike would often pass them by because the 
signage was almost impossible to see at night. Before 
granting the permit to install the electrical meter, CPS 
Energy needed a street address provided by the City, which 
in this case took an inordinate amount of time. CPS then 
had to provide a source of power, which was provided by a 
nearby electrical pole. Although Jesse donated his time to 
getting all the permits, he did not actually end up installing 
the lighting for Whispering Wind and the next entranceway 
at Whisper Bow, which he has now been hired by the Board 
to update. 

But when the contract was let for lighting up the entrance 
to Jesse’s own street—Whisper Path—he was again called 
on by WOHA. Whisper Path required two separate power 
sources, with one at a considerable distance from the 
entrance, which required trenching through a lot of rock. 
And soon he will update this system as well.

Jesse was again awarded the contract for our final 
entranceway at Whisper Willow. (The entrance to Whisper 

Valley, our longest street, is 
zoned commercial and is not 
accessible to WOHA.) Here 
again there were delays with the 
City and CPS Energy permits, 
but after some persuasive action 
by WOHA President Simon 
Esparza, CPS Energy moved 
quickly to provide the electricity from one of its poles and 
even installed the conduit to the meter on one side of the 
road. The other side is obtaining electricity from a pedestal 
box in the alleyway nearby, which also involved considerable 
trenching. And—hallelujah!—the job is finally done.

It’s not often one finds a contractor from one’s own 
neighborhood to perform major work such as the lighting of 
multiple entranceways, and it is not often that a contractor 
can see the results of his or her work every day of the year. 
But Jesse gets to see his lighting creation every time he 
enters or exits Whisper Path at night—and he doesn’t worry 
anymore about someone’s running right past it in the dark!

Let There Be Lights!

Despite great delays with the City and CPS permits, due 
to complicated connecting difficulties, at last, at last, the 
lighting at Whisper Willow is complete. And that means all 
five Whispering Oaks entranceways are lit.

This lighting of the entranceways improves visibility 
which, in turn, improves safety and security for all 
Whispering Oaks residents. We should remember to thank 
all those who contributed to the Capital Fund, which made 
this project “come to light”!

And There Was Light…at Last

By Fred Previc Our Own  
Jesse Villareal

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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Two opinions on tree damage

His Tree, My House. Who Pays?
By Susan Schopp

One of the most common issues among neighbors is, Who 
owns the fence? Who has to repair the fence when it’s the 
dividing line between neighbors’ homes?
The answer is, it depends on whose property it’s on. If the 
fence is on your property, then it is your responsibility. If 
the fence is exactly on the dividing line, then both parties 
are equally responsible. This is pretty clear cut. But the ideal 
solution to a fence problem is for neighbors to work out a 
solution to the problem that is mutually acceptable.
But what about a tree? What if your neighbor’s tree falls on 
your house or property?
Many neighborhoods have “short life-span” trees. They’re 
often attractive and provide nice shade, and because of 
their fast growth are very popular. However, the saying “fast 
growth equals short life” is often true. Because of their short 
life span, many people will deal with dying or damaged trees 
during the time they own their home. Much of the time it is 
not a big problem, as the trees are in the front or back yards, 
and their demise is felt by only the homeowner. But what 
happens when the tree is on your neighbor’s property and it 
falls on your property?  Who’s responsible for the tree or any 
damage done by the tree?
Most people believe that if it’s the neighbor’s tree, then the 
neighbor is responsible for the damage and the removal of 
the tree. However, that is not the case. As with the fence, if 
it’s on your property, you’re responsible for it.
According to San Antonio-based HOA attorney Tom 
Newton, when something damages your property, such as 
a tree falling on your house, it’s your responsibility as the 
property owner to pay for repair. However, you may be able 
to look to other sources of recovery. If you have homeowner’s 
insurance, then that should cover all or part of the loss, 
depending on the language in your policy. “Your policy may 
or may not provide relief for the removal of the tree,” says 
Tom. Tree removal is considered “regular maintenance” 
to a property. If the tree did damage, then the part that is 
impeding repair of the home or other items should be 
covered. The tree that’s simply lying across your driveway is 
not necessarily considered damage.
So, whatever falls on your property is your responsibility, 
and your insurance policy will mostly cover only the damage 
to your actual property.
If you talk to your neighbors or send them a letter asking for 
assistance, you may get it. However, they are not required by 
law to help pay for removal. An instance in which they may 
need to help with these expenses is if you had notified them 

ahead of time that you are concerned about a tree (or other 
structure) that might fall.
“If the tree was located on the adjacent property and the 
owners knew or should have known that it needed to be 
taken down in order to avoid the tree’s hitting your house, 
and they failed to take action to prevent damage after they 
knew or should have known that, then you could have a 
negligence claim against your neighbor,” explained Tom. 
The spirit of the saying “good fences make good neighbors” 
means clear boundaries help avoid disputes. Knowing the 
laws and regulations for your neighborhood can help as well.

—Courtesy of Neighborhood News

If a Tree Falls, Who Pays for It? 

Get Pictures!
By Janis Witt
According to attorneys and insurance providers, who pays 
for damages from falling trees is not always cut and dried. 
Usually, if a healthy tree falls or has a branch break during a 
storm, for example, insurance companies consider it an “Act 
of God” and no fault is assessed. The affected homeowner’s 
insurance should cover the cost of damages and/or clean-up, 
minus the deductible.
However, if a tree is diseased or dead and lands on a 
neighbor’s property, causing damage, then the responsibility 
for payment falls upon the property owner of the sick tree.  
A dead or diseased tree is considered a “known liability,” so 
that failure to remove it constitutes an unreasonable risk of 
harm or damage.  
It’s recommended that homeowners periodically take 
pictures of their trees to prove their health, especially before 
forecasted storms. Additionally, homeowners should take 
pictures of neighboring trees if they appear to be dead or 
diseased, just in case of damage. Recently taken pictures 
can prove or disprove tree damage claims, and will come in 
handy in case of insurance disputes.

20% Discount

(Up to $200)20% Discount

(Up to $200) AGRI
TREE EXPERTS

AGRITreeExperts.com

Tree Trimming • Tree Removal
Ball Moss Removal  • Stump Removal

CALL TODAY!   210.912.2349CALL TODAY!   210.912.2349

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://agritreeexperts.com
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Yards of the Month
Yard of the Month for September

Billy and Cathy Gray - 2650 Lockhill-Selma

Yard of the Month for October
Michael and Jeanenne McCloskey - 11643 Whisper Dew

How to Deal with Those 
Annoying Lawn Brown Spots
What does one do when there is an area of a lawn that just 
won’t grow grass? How does one get rid of such an eyesore? 
Darrell Maatch, of 11806 Whisper Sloe, had an answer: He 
xeriscaped. That is, he landscaped with rock and super-low 
water-using plants, while keeping the grass that will grow.

A Xeriscaping Solution

May We ‘Plant’ an Idea?
The fall is the best time to plant  
new sod. So, by all means, take advantage.  
Let’s do all we can to keep every property  
in Whispering Oaks lookin’ good.

Mary Jane Bell
861-9587 (mobile)

829-2520 (o�ce)
mjbell@phyllisbrowning.com

www.phyllisbrowning.com

Successfully
selling homes

in San Antonio 
and your 

neighborhood 
since 1983.

Call me for professional,
expert & �iendly service.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://www.phyllisbrowning.com
http://www.charmingpetrescue.org
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Welcome the 
Natives,  
Ban the Invasives
When buying new plants for your landscape, take some 
advice from the experts. San Antonio Water System has a 
long list of plants that are drought-hardy native varieties. 
Here is a partial list from SAWS of recommended Flowers, 
Shrubs, Trees, and Ornamental Grasses:

Texas Betony (Stachys coccinea): perennial, partial 
shade, coral-red flowers in spring and fall, attracts 
hummingbirds and swallowtail butterflies, height 18”.
Passionflower, Maypop (Passiflora sp.): vine to 6’, sun or 
shade, lavender flowers in late spring to summer, good 
nectar and butterfly larvae food.
Mexican Milkweed (A. curassavica): two-toned red 
and orange flowers, nectar and butterfly larvae food. 
Milkweed is the sole source of Monarch butterfly larvae 
food.
American Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana):  shrub, 
shade, purple fruit in fall and winter, berries attract birds, 
height 3’+.
Yaupon Holly (Ilex vomitoria): shrub, sun or shade, 
fine-textured evergreen, red or orange berries in fall and 
winter eaten by birds, height 15’-20’.
Red Yucca (Hesperaloe parviflora): shrub, evergreen 
accent plant, sun spikes of pinkish-tubular flowers 
throughout summer, attracts hummingbirds, height 3’.
Smoke Tree (Cotinus obovayus): sun to part shade, 
purple to pink flower clusters that resemble puffs of 
smoke, deciduous leaves turning yellow to apricot to 
scarlet in fall, height 15’-30’.
Cedar Elm (Ulmus crassifolia): relatively fast growing, 
leaves turn yellow to gold in the fall, seeds eaten by birds 
especially cardinals, height 90’.
Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans): sun, attractive 
golden plumes late summer to fall, height 3’.
Sideoats Gramma (Bouteloua curtipendula): sun, 
attractive seeds form on one side of stems, state grass of 
Texas, attracts birds and butterflies, height 2’-3’.

Ban the Baddies
Some plants to avoid having are Chinese Wisteria, English 
Ivy, Golden or Sacred Bamboo, West Indian Lantana, and 
certain invasive varieties of Nandina. 

Summer will bring on its whorls of blue purple flowers.  
Wishing you a colorful, cooler, and wetter autumn season.

Garden Club Report

Mexican Milkweed

Are You In a 
Flood Plain?  
You’d be 
Surprised!
by Janis Witt
Representatives from Whispering Oaks recently attended a 
San Antonio River Authority public meeting that addressed 
flooding in a 16-county region of South Central Texas. This 
new state and regional flood-planning process is designed 
to identify flood risks, mitigate flood hazards and manage 
floodplains with projects to be implemented by local and 
state government agencies.
As part of the state’s planning effort, new flood-zone maps 
are being drawn, for which public input is sought. View the 
www.region12texas.org draft plan to see what areas may be 
impacted and to provide comments. Local knowledge is 
needed to identify flood-prone areas in order to reduce the 
impact these events have on life and property.  
Whispering Oaks is bisected by the Olmos Creek drainage 
channel, which is usually dry. However, in 1998 and 2002, 
heavy rains produced high-water runoff, bringing the creek 
level almost to the bottom of the footbridge. Residents 
with photos of this and other high-water events are asked 
to provide that information to the comment section of the 
draft plan.
More so, residents along these runoff areas should consider 
buying flood insurance. That’s because “rising water” events 
are not covered by standard homeowner’s insurance policies. 
At the same time, the entire Whispering Oaks neighborhood 
falls into a special zone eligible for flood policy purchase. 
Because San Antonio is considered a “flash flood alley,” the 
Community Rating System for insurance companies puts our 
area into a Level 6, allowing for discounts on flood insurance.
To see properties identified by the flood zone map, go to 
sariverauthority.org, view the Flood Plain Map and type in 
an address. 

Additional information may be obtained from the 
Authority’s Kendall Hayes, 210–302–3641, or by emailing 

khayes@sariverauthority.org.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://www.region12texas.org
http://sariverauthority.org
mailto:khayes%40sariverauthority.org?subject=
http://www.alamohandymantx.com
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SECOND SHOT at a 
Community Garage Sale…
with Success!
Some 15 to 20 Whispering Oakers set their goods out on 
Friday and Saturday, 7 and 8 October. Sales were quite good 
all day Friday and then Saturday morning before it finally 
flagged. One family had taken in $1000 just the first day. 
Needless to say, they were thrilled. According to the event’s 
organizer, Evita Morín, several neighbors said it was “a great 
opportunity to meet their neighbors.”
This season’s event—the second of the year—went over 
much better than the previous because there were signs at 
the entranceways announcing the event, along with lists 
of addresses of sellers posted. The event was so successful 
that the Board is planning to make it a regular, twice-a-year 
occurrence, one already to be scheduled for next spring.

Just what I was looking for!

C’mon over. We have just what 

you want…at a small price.

Seek and ye shall find

A chance to clean out some closets.

Aha! Eureka!

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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The Oak Wilt Cometh
By Fred Previc

Back around 2009, along with Kara 
Reynolds and David Sund, I became one 
of the three original members of the unofficial Whispering 
Oaks Oak Wilt committee. I remember a sinking feeling 
when learning about our initial outbreak of Oak Wilt on 
Whisper Ledge and how Oak Wilt spreads. But we also had 
a hope—a false one, it turned out—that we might be able 
to contain our outbreak with a deep trench surrounding a 
few streets, funded by WOHA, the City of San Antonio, and 
Texas A&M’s Forest Service. But in the back of my mind I 
wondered, if the trench failed, how long it would be before 
the Oak Wilt would spread to our own property.
Twelve years later, my answer came—the Oak Wilt has 
arrived on our property. According to Texas A&M’s annual 
assessment in May, our home is now in the “immediate 
treatment zone,” which means that, without treatment, dead 
Live Oak leaves, bulging in the veins because of the Oak 
Wilt fungus, could be falling at any time later this year. After 
asking two Oak Wilt specialists from the Whispering Oaks 
website to estimate the cost of treating the initial threatened 
tree in our front yard, a decision had to be made—whether 
to treat or not to treat.
First off, not all Oak Wilt specialists charge the same amount, 
for various reasons. The cost per “diameter inch” of a tree 
can range from $10 to $20, so for our 21-inch tree in front, 
the cost would be a minimum of $210. Because Oak Wilt 
prevention often involves a second treatment approximately 
18 months later, the combined cost to save our large Oak 
might be as high as $500—not a cheap expenditure. Standard 
Oak Wilt treatments involve the cost of the fungicide itself 
plus the digging around the roots to expose them and then 
injecting the fungicide after drilling.
According to the City Arborist, some specialists do not 
administer at the root level because it’s more work and 
therefore saves time and labor costs—but that shortcut is not 
validated as effective. As well, there are various brand names 
of the fungicide they use, Alamo being the best known. 
Regardless of whatever brand you buy, it must have the 
active ingredient Propiconazole 14.3%, or it is not endorsed 
by the Texas A&M Forestry, our authority.
The cost of not treating the tree, however, would be much, 
much higher. First, a dead tree must, according to City code, 
be removed from the property, for safety reasons. The cost 
of removing an Oak this size would be at least double the 
cost of treating it, about $1000 to $1500. Although there is 
no guarantee that treatments will save the tree from the Oak 
Wilt fungus, figures of 90% are generally quoted for trees 
that have not suffered any canopy loss. When one adds in 
the cost of extra heating (one well-placed mature Oak can 
save over 5% on your energy bill) and watering bills—ever 
notice the difference between green and brown grass on the 
two sides of a canopy?—the cost of not treating increases 
still further. And saving a tree maintains a property value 
estimated at a minimum of $5000 for each large Oak tree. 

The presence or absence of heritage trees can help explain 
why the average price per square foot of home sales in 
Whispering Oaks varies so greatly—from $130 to over $200/
square foot. It should be noted that no “cheap” treatments 
such as corn meal offer anywhere near the success rate of 
professional fungicide treatments.    
Although the initial decision to treat our lone Oak on the 
front of the property was easy, one decision that we still 
have to make is with our large collection of live Oaks in back 
(over a dozen). How many should we save? Not every Oak 
has to be preserved to maintain a healthy overall canopy, 
and Oaks in close proximity to each other may benefit from 
a single treatment. Trees with larger and healthier canopies 
are most valuable.    
It remains to be seen whether the west side of the 
neighborhood will become infected. It is unlikely to occur 
through natural root spread, but can easily occur by bringing 
in contaminated Red Oak firewood or having tree trimmers 
with contaminated saws and unpainted exposed limbs from 
especially Live or Red Oaks. But since over 50% of the east 
side of the neighborhood has already been infected, from 
Whispering Fawn to Whispering Wind, one can almost 
guarantee that within the next 12 years, the entire east side 
will be infected. The question is this: What will you do when 
the Oak Wilt cometh for you?
Fred Previc is a Whispering Oaks liaison to the City of San 
Antonio and Texas A&M on the subject of Oak Wilt.

Call today to schedule a tour!
• Long-term care & rehabilita�on services
• 112-bed beau�ful state-of-the-art skilled nursing facility
• Private and semi-private rooms with private restrooms
• Heated bathroom floors
• Complimentary WiFi
• Flat-screen smart TVs with cable included
• Full-size private ADA compliant showers in the on-suite restrooms
• Large covered veranda with gas fireplace for residents and guests to enjoy
• Two therapy gyms

4366 Lockhill Selma Road • San Antonio, TX 78249
210-761-9261

EstatesAtShavanoPark.com

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://estatesatshavanopark.com
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Interested in Community Policing? 
Join Citizens on Patrol!
The San Antonio Police Department invites interested 
Whispering Oaks residents to attend the next Citizens on 
Patrol class Thursday, November 17th, at the Prue Road 
substation. The three-hour class, which begins at 6:00 p.m., 
covers topics such as how to recognize criminal activity in the 
neighborhood and crime prevention tips. Upon completion 
of the course, participants will have the opportunity to “ride 
along” with an SAPD officer on patrol to observe in real 
time their activities and responsibilities.

To attend this November class, contact Officer Greg Perry 
at 210–207–5830. The SAPD Prue substation is located at 
5020 Prue Road, near the intersection of Fredericksburg 

and Huebner Roads. 

If anyone ever comes to your door 
saying that he or she is answering a 
service call, but you did not place one, 
do not trust this person. The person 
might well say that you should have 
received a call or a text, but do not trust 
that, either. Call the company first.

If the call turns out to be a phony, call the police 
immediately, while—if you consider yourself to  be safe 
enough—you try to stall the person at your door. In any 
case, never let anyone into your house whom you did not 
invite or expect!

Trash Talk
In case you didn’t get the 
message, please be aware 
that, starting the week of 7 
November, the Recycling  
and Organics pickup will move from Tuesdays to 
Wednesdays. The first day of the new arrangement 
will be Wednesday, the 9th. Regular trash pickup will 
continue to be on Fridays.

       A New Surface for Tennis
      Planning to Go to  
            Court Soon?

Keeping it forever in good condition,  
Karen Mannheimer, Director of The Tennis Park, 

arranged for a resurfacing and re-lining of the two 
courts on the east side.

     At the same time, the four courts remain in good 
shape and ready for play. More information can be had 
at the website of The Tennis Park at Whispering Oaks.

 P.S. Did you know that membership includes 
membership at the pool, and vice versa?

Wanna Read Sumpin’ Funny?
A young man is laid up with the flu. His fiancée called to 
volunteer to go over, fix dinner, and play nursemaid to him.

He declined, however, not wanting to pass the flu on to her.

“Okay honey,” she told him. “We’ll wait until after we get 
married. Then we’ll spend the rest of our lives together making 
each other sick!”

Y Uno en Español
Un inspector llega a un manicomio para hacer una revisión. 
Mientras recorre el establecimiento, un orate pasa varias veces 
cerca de él imitando a una moto. El inspector, cansado, le dice 
al director del manicomio:

“Por favor, dígale a ese interno que no pase por acá imitando a 
una moto.

“¿Le molesta el ruido que hace?” pregunta del director.
“¡No! Lo que me molesta ¡es el humo!”

B&T Glass & Mirror 

TOMMY MOON 
BRIAN MOON 656-8507 

DOUBLE PANE WINDOWS • MIRRORED WALLS
REPLACEMENT GLASS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES

GLASS TABLE TOPS

Free Estimates

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://www.btglassandmirror.com
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Real Estate Report
August-September

Prepared by Jean Marie Ruffini, 
Resident Realtor®

 Price Per Sq. Ft. 
Active listings – 5
High $495,000 $219
Median $399,000 $184
Low $269,900 $150

Sold listings – 6
High $700,000  $253
Median $460,000  $166
Low $255,000  $127

Pending – 3
High $450,000  $264
Low $399,000 $143
“The San Antonio area is seeing a decline in home sales for 
the fifth month in a row, that’s according to the Multiple 
Listing Service (MLS) Report from the San Antonio Board 
of REALTORSe (SABOR), which reports all areas contained 
within the MLS. While home sales are down once again, 
prices continue to go up. The month of August saw an 
increase of 13 and 14 percent in average ($391,467) and 
median ($339,200) prices, respectively.” 
–San Antonio Board of Realtors 

Annual Hallowe’en decorating contest

Creeeepy!
Once again, folks are outdoing themselves to decorate 
for Hallowe’en. And, once again, the WOHA Board held 
a contest. There were three prizes, first, second, and third 
place, with the winner gaining 100 smackers. The winners 
were announced on the WOHA website on Hallowe’en Eve. 
Here is a sampling of how some of our neighbors decorated 
their properties for Hallowe’en. (Press time was two weeks 
before Hallowe’en and the judging.)

Deck the Walls…
All five of our entranceway monuments have now been 
lit—thanks to the efforts of WOHA—and are ready for 
their holiday debut. WOHA has been planning for some 
time now to light up the night and lift the spirits of all who 
pass by our neighborhood during the coming holidays. 
Like Macy’s, we won’t reveal the full splendor of the 
decorations until Thanksgiving night.

If you find that the holiday spirit moves you, please contact 
Louis Bixenman at 917-445-2143 to volunteer. 

Many thanks, from your all-volunteer 
WOHA Board of Directors.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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